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We are ten days in to this lockdown and the progress and organisation 

that has taken place has just been incredible! This is an impossible 

situation that is constantly changing. However, we are reacting to those 

changes as quickly as we possibly can and putting in new guidance. 

Updated yesterday, primary school staff will be eligible for testing from 

25th January. I believe this in the hope to return the children to school as 

soon as possible. I am also hoping that vaccinations for school staff will 

be put in place shortly too, so again we can ensure that schools remain 

open for all children in the days, weeks and months ahead. Any 

significant changes to guidance that are not already have in place I will let 

you know as soon as I can. The ten days have gone quickly but it also 

seems a long time, this makes no sense but none of this does!  

The team have worked incredibly hard to organise remote learning, 

interventions, packs, videos as well as the weekly timetable so it does 

sadden me a little bit when Facebook posts are shared with me that 

upset the team in school. We are going to experience early problems as 

we all get to grips with the technology, the expectations of a remote 

lesson and how very unnatural it is for the team in school. The team are 

working through this change of approach as well as dealing with many 

messages to support families at home too. I know they would appreciate 

everyone’s support and are more than happy to support you in any 

worries that you may have.  

The internet also is in full use at the moment and when we have lots of 

live lessons occurring across the school this does cause a lag. Please be 

patient. It does pass and the teachers will catch up if they have missed 

anything. I was gobsmacked when I walked into a classroom today and 

the teacher had four screens ready to complete a lesson so that she 

could differentiate the learning three different ways. That was just 

amazing and shows the commitment of Team Lanesend. (Just a little 

guide when you attend a GoTo live lesson you have to set ‘see everyone 

who is talking’ or when it says ‘view webcams’ press ‘all’ at home so that 

you can see the teachers and everyone in the lesson). The team are also 

calling home and checking in with you and the children at different times. 

If members of staff are using their own mobile phones they have been 

asked to withhold their number. This means that on your phone you may 

see ‘unknown caller’ and I know many families do not pick up these calls. 

However, it may be us. Where there is a facility to leave a message we 

will. If not we will keep trying and would love to speak with you and the 

children.  

Dance live update: This week Miss Johnson had a meeting regarding 

Dance Live and they are planning to postpone this until after Easter. 

Once we have a confirmed new date we will let you know. However, in 

the meantime Mary is going to do some live dance lessons for each year 

group initially and then groups and individual children. An updated letter 

will be with you shortly. We are hoping that when we know the new date 

we will be able to go to The Guildhall and perform in full costume, hair 

and make up as this experience is second to none!  

 

I have really enjoyed seeing the new learning that supports our topic, 

Rain, Steam and Speed, particularly around Turner and his art work. He 

became a very talented artist and was revered through his use of light in 

his paintings. We hope to get the children developing some of his 

techniques and creating their own Isle of Wight masterpiece in the style of 

Turner. There will be lots of lovely learning across the different themes 

and I will look forward to seeing this both in school and remotely.  

Tomorrow in school is our R.E World Religion Day and the children will 

experience a range of concepts that supports our R.E curriculum. I am 

sure the children will really enjoy this learning. It is also the deadline for 

Reception children to apply to start school in September 2021. I have 

loved the ten day countdown of ‘Lanesend is the One…’ on our social 

media feeds. I truly believe Lanesend is the one but that is because of the 

great children who attend and the fabulous team behind them.  

Next week in school we continue with our Rain, Steam and Speed focus 

and Dance Live lessons will still happen in school. Just a little reminder 

that I sent out an email earlier in the week to inform families that we 

will be closing early at 1.30pm on Friday 22nd January for training in 

school. Thank you so much for supporting this and enabling us to 

complete this training.  

On Thursday 21st January we have our Spring Census and this is where 

we collect all the information regarding children in school, including Free 

School Meals. We are going to send home a very quick form for your 

name, date of birth and national insurance number so that we can just 

check all our information and who is and who may be entitled to Free 

School Meals (I am so glad we opted for voucher this time and hope that 

they are of benefit to you at home). Please could you complete the form 

as soon as possible so that we can get on with the checking and ensure 

that all your details are correct as this feeds into our budget allocation and 

the money we receive in school.  

I was meant to be having a Transition meeting with Cowes Enterprise 

College to see how our Year 7 children are doing I am still hoping we 

may be able to do this virtually as I was so looking forward to catching up 

with the children.  

Today we said goodbye to Gemma Thomas in the office as she starts her 

new post with the Ambulance Call Centre on Monday and welcome 

Debbie Dixon to the Office Angels. Cloe Denham leaves us tomorrow to 

join the hospital as a Healthcare Assistant and we will be interviewing 

for a replacement next week. Our Clerk to the Trustees, Mrs Henshaw 

has also decided to retire again but this time for real so we also have a 

vacancy for this position. You can find the information for this further on 

this newsletter.  

Finally, thank you to the lovely family who got a chocolate bouquet 

delivered for the team in school. It was met with glee!  

Keep strong, stay at home and we will get through this. Our best days are 

still to come. Caroline Sice, Headteacher  
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What’s going on this week? 

Armies in the UK and all over the world have played a key part in 
supporting governments and helping in many ways throughout 
the pandemic and it’s likely that their role will continue in 2021. 
In early autumn, the military helped to organise mass testing in 
Liverpool. In December, 1,100 military personnel were sent to 
help thousands of lorry drivers spending Christmas Day stranded 
at Dover. Most recently, the Army have been helping secondary 
schools and colleges in England to set up mass coronavirus 
testing for their pupils. 

Main question: 

How do soldiers help us in times of need? 

 

 

This week’s debate... 

A huge well done to Penny Grove from Year 6 who raised 

£125 for  NHS Charities Together by raffling some of her 

beautiful paintings she has produced. We are so proud of how 

thoughtful this idea is Penny and so proud that you have 

raised such a fantastic amount for a wonderful charity. Well 

Done. Here are some examples of her paintings that were 

raffled. They are just beautiful! 

Flu Clinic Catch Up and Locations: 

13th Jan. Cowes Family Centre (PO31 7ET) 12:00 – 16:00 

15th Jan. East Newport Family Centre (PO30 2AX) 10:00 – 14:00 

18th Jan. Ryde Family Centre (PO33 2 JF) 10:00 – 14:00 

20th Jan. West Wight Family Centre (PO40 9XH) 12:00 – 16:00 

22nd Jan. East Newport Family Centre (PO30 2AX) 10:00 – 14:00 

25th Jan. Cowes Family Centre (PO31 7ET) 10:00 – 14:00 

26th Jan. East Newport Family Centre 10:00 – 14:00 

As these are drop in sessions there may be a short wait to see a nurse, 
social distancing measures will be in place and face masks must be 
worn.  Please dress warmly as you may have to wait outside.   

If further information is needed families can email 
snhs.childrensimmunisationteam@nhs.net or call the office on 821388. 

Gentle Reminder: Face coverings 

must be worn when arriving on 

the school site and whilst waiting 

at collection or drop off times. 

Thank you.  

We would be very grateful if as many children as pos-
sible could complete this survey. The younger chil-
dren may need a little support from an adult. 

Please can years R – 4 complete this one: https://
research.literacytrust.org.uk/s/
ALS5to8_2021_Lanesend/ 

Please can years 5 - 6 complete this one: https://
research.literacytrust.org.uk/s/ALS21_Lanesend/ 
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Why not try check out our Lanesend YouTube channel 

and watch Mrs Domoney’s Trickbox video about this 

week’s Trick—Big Yes! 
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